Sample dataset input.sas
This routine will read the sample data into a SAS dataset called “two”. The other routines on this website are all set-up to run from these data (unless otherwise noted). This routine can be run separately or pasted into the beginning of another SAS program. In either case, the proper file path must be specified for both “infile” statements. Code descriptions are given below.
Code annotation:

data one;





Names a new dataset “one”

infile 'C:\...\sample.txt'


### Gives the path name for the data file.

firstobs=3 
### Tells SAS to begin reading the data from the third line of the datafile. 

obs=42;
### Tells SAS that the 42nd line of the datafile is the last line with data for this input statement.

input cat $ @@;
“Input” initiates the data reading. The name “cat” gives a name to the variable being inputted. “$” tells SAS that it is a character variable (this inputs specimen labels in the sample dataset), and “@@” holds the input record for the execution of the next “input” statement.
data two; set one; 
Names a new dataset “two” using the data already present in dataset “one”. 
infile 'C:\...\sample.txt' 
### Gives the path name for the data file.

firstobs=44;
### Tells SAS to begin reading data in this step on line 44 of the datafile. “obs” is not used this time as these are the last data in the file so a cut-off line is not necessary.
input x1-x60;
### Tells SAS to input 60 variables (x1-x60) for each specimen. In other words, the 60 coordinates for each specimen are the first 60 records from line 44 onwards. These are followed by the 60 coordinates for the second specimen. Etc.
run;
Ends the datastep.
